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for the protection of the flank north of the Marne. When
small detachments of the corps were sent out on the
5th towards St. Soupplets, and southwards to assist
the 4th Cavalry Division to reconnoitre towards Paris,
enemy columns were seen to be advancing from the
district of St. Hard. The Corps Commander, General
von Gronau, thereupon decided to attack, so as to clear
up the situation more definitely about Pammartin, and,
after a severe fight, the enemy was compelled to retire
on the whole front of the corps — namely, from St.
Soupplets to the high ground one and a half miles west
of Penchard. The 4th Cavalry Division, advancing
north of the IV. Reserve, also came up against strong
forces, whose attack it successfully repulsed, in the area
Ognes-Bregy. The strength of the French was esti-
mated at at least two and a half divisions, with a
strong force of heavy artillery. In order that the
advanced troops should not come within effective
range of the Paris forts, and to avoid an envelopment
of the right flank by the enemy forces in front of the
4th Cavalry Division, General von Gronau ordered that
the pursuit was not to be continued beyond a line
Cuisy-Kerny, and that as soon as it was dark a retreat
would be made to behind the Therouane stream to a
line La Rame-Gue-a-Tresmes. This operation took
place without any molestation by the enemy, who
did not follow up at any part of the line.*
The first enemy attack against the imperilled flank
of the First Army was thus repulsed, thanks to the
*This is hardly correct. See " Les Champs de FOurcq," by
J. Bonssel-Lepine, where a vivid description of the following up
of the German retirement by patrols is given, and, as Von Kluck
himself states (p. 101), the French attacked the IV. Eeserve Corps
again on the morning of the very next day.

